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If your cat is fleas, you want them gone and fast. Decades ago, the possibilities of killing fleas were limited and toxic. Today, many different safe and effective flea control products are available, both on prescription and across the counter. Not all flea control products are created the same though. Choosing safe and effective products for cats can be tricky. Thanks to my background, I am very familiar with
the variety of flea control products available today. I spent eight years working as a veterinary assistant in animal hospitals, followed by two more decades as editor of magazines for pet and veterinary. I've helped treat countless cats for fleas, including my own cats. For this guide, I conducted research using a quick product reference guide published by the Independent, Non-Profit Companion Animal
Parasite Council. I chose safety-based products, the number of targeted parasites and the ease of use of the products. Jump to the end of this guide to learn more about the selection criteria. For further knowledge of the treatment and prevention of fleas in cats, I consulted three veterinarians: Dr. Herman Jeffer, a veterinarian with the Cornwall Animal Hospital in Durham, North Carolina; Dr. Ashley
Bourgeois, board certified veterinary dermatologist at the Animal Dermatology Clinic in Portland, Oregon; and Dr. Colleen Sawyer, veterinarian with Rolesville Veterinary Hospital in Rolesville, North Carolina.Before choosing a flea prophylactic for your cat, consult your veterinarian who can advise you on what might be best depending on your cat's temperament and lifestyle, and what parasites your cat is
most at risk contracting in your area. Word of caution: Read the labels very carefully before using flea control products on your cat. No matter what product you choose for your cat, never use one that is labeled for dogs. Flea control products made for dogs and cats are not interchangeable, and a dog-made product can make cats extremely sick. In some cases, it can even be deadly. Here are the best flea
prevention products and treatments for cats: Prices and links are up to date from 11/20/20. We rewrite this guide and select new products after extensive research and expert interviews. Revolution/Business Insider Pros: Kills and eliminates six types of parasites, including deadly heartworm; once a month; easy to administer; safe for use in kittens 8 weeks or older and weighs at least 2.8 poundsCons: Do
not kill tapeworm; caution should be exercised in cats with a history of neurological disorders; is not labeled for use in kittens under 8 weeks of age or breeding, pregnant or nourishing catsRevolution Plus Topical solution is to drop the most humane parasite prophylactic available to cats. Revolution Plus not only treats and prevents flea infestation by killing adult fleas before they can lay eggs, it prevents
heartworm and treats and controls ear mites, roundworms, hookworms and infestations of three different tick species or deer tick, Gulf Coast tick and American dog tick). The really exciting thing about flea control is there are always new developments in how we can make them better and safer and more efficient, Bourgeois said. My choice is Revolution Plus. According to Bourgeois, the active ingredients
of Revolution Plus - selamectin and sarolaners - are newer flea controls that are very effective and well tolerated in cats. Another deterrent, Bravecto, contains fluralaner, which is in the same drug class as selamectin and sarolaners, and is also very effective and well tolerated in cats. However, Bravecto does not control as many parasites as Revolution Plus and cannot be used in kittens under 6 months of
age. Revolution Plus Topical Solution for cats is easy to apply every 30 days in one place on the cat's skin at the base of the neck between the shoulder blades. Liquid medicines are small amounts that are absorbed and dried quickly, leaving no residue behind. Unlike some other topical prophylactics, you don't need to wear gloves to apply Revolution Plus, and you don't have to avoid touching your cat
after applying. If you get the product on hand, just wash them with soap and water. You must obtain a veterinarian's prescription to buy Revolution Plus. As with all drugs that prevent heartworm, your cat will need a heartworm test before starting this medication and every year thereafter. Revolution Plus should be used with caution in cats with a history of neurological disorders such as seizures. $65.41
from Chewy $53.86 from Petco $53.86 from 1-800-PetMeds Frontline/Business Insider Pros: Kills adult fleas, flea eggs, flea larvae, mites, and chewing lice for one month; safe for use in cats and kittens at least 8 weeks of age weighing at least 1.5 pounds; safe for use in breeding, pregnant and nutritious cats; fleas do not bite on their workCons: Not recommended for kittens under 8 weeks of age; does not
prevent parasites other than fleas, mites, and chewing liceM recommend Frontline Plus, because it not only kills fleas and controls flea infestations, but it also kills mites and chewing lice. Used and trusted by pet owners for over 20 years, Frontline Plus protects 30 days with a single application. Fleas don't bite your cat frontline plus to work – they die for contact. Frontline Plus is an active two-ingredient,
fipronil and S-methoprene, which work together to kill parasites and break the flea life cycle. Fipronil kills adult fleas and mites, while S-methododen is an insect growth regulator that prevents the development of immature fleas (eggs, larvae and pupae). However, it can sometimes take a little time for consistent use before all the fleas are completely gone, especially if your cat was heavily infested because
flea eggs may be present in your home, but not on your cat. In flea-infested environments, when the efficacy of this medicine is it takes a few months for consistent, high-quality flea prevention to even see that the population is completely eradicated because there are four different stages of the flea life cycle, said Bourgeois.Frontline Plus is easy to use. Squeeze the entire contents of the tube on one place
on the cat's skin between the shoulder blades. Liquid medicine spreads throughout your cat's skin and is stored in the oil glands. It distributes itself continuously through the hair follicles for one month. Frontline Plus for cats can be used for cats and kittens 8 weeks or older weighing 1.5 pounds or more. It is labeled safe for breeding, pregnant and nourishing cats. $34.99 from Chewy $34.99 from Petco
$34.99 from Petsmart $34.99 from Walmart Comfortis/Business Insider Pros: Fast-acting treatment starts killing adult fleas within 30 minutes, safe for cats and kittens 14 weeks of age or older weighing at least 4,1 pounds, easy to use alone or for human consumptionCones: Do not kill flea eggs or larvae, do not remove parasites other than fleas not marked for use in kittens, under 14 weeks of age, or
breeding, pregnant or nutritious catsWe get the best choice for oral flea control tool for cats, Comfortis Chewable Tablets, is for fast-acting and good for cats that are intolerant to locally exploited flea prevention measures. Its active ingredient, spinosad, starts working within 30 minutes and kills 98% of adult flea cats within four hours. While topical flea control products are usually easier to use (no need to
convince your cat to swallow the pill), there are some cases where oral prophylactic is a better choice. For example, some cats with sensitive skin cannot tolerate spot-on treatment. An oral flea prophylactic product is better if the cat has had focal hair loss associated with the application of the topical product or if it has severe flea-related allergies, said Sawyer.Comfortis is one of two oral flea control
products available to cats; the other is Capstar Flea control tablets. Unlike capstar, which kills fleas in just 24 hours, Comfortis protects cats against fleas for a full month. However, Comfortis is not safe for kittens under the age of 14 weeks. Capstar is safe for kittens as young as 4 weeks, so it's our choice of the best flea control product for kittens (read more about Capstar in our slide on the best flea control
products for young kittens). To buy Comfortis, you will need a veterinarian's prescription. Flavoured tablets with thawed flavourings should be taken with food once a month. You can offer them only just before or after feeding your cat, or hide them in small amounts of food. Kittens must be at least 14 weeks old and weigh at least 4.1 pounds. $96.99 from Chewy $96.99 from Petco $96.99 from 1-800-
PetMeds Capstar/Business Insider Pros: Safe kittens 4 weeks of age or older weighing at least 2 pounds, safe for pregnant women and nursing cats, rapid-action treatment starts killing adult fleas 30 time, easy to give alone or in food, the use of other flea control products available without a prescriptionCons: Does not offer long-term protection, does not kill flea eggs or larvae, does not prevent other
parasites, except fleasAvailable without a prescription, Capstar is the only flea control product that is safe for kittens for 4 weeks and weighs at least 2 pounds. With other flea control agents, local or oral, kittens must be at least 8 weeks old, and sometimes older. Fleas should be eliminated as soon as possible in highly infected cats, especially young kittens. The active substance in Capstar, nitenpyream,
works within 30 minutes and kills more than 90% of adult fleas in less than six hours. Capstar protects only against fleas for 24 hours, but if necessary it is safe to give every day. Since giving a cat a pill every day can be uncomfortable, pet owners should keep up with long-term flea control products (spot-on or oral prophylactics that last for a month or longer) when the kitten is old enough. $28.49 from
Chewy $28.49 from Amazon $29.99 from Petco $29.99 from Petsmart $29.99 from 1-800-PetMeds $28.49 from Walmart Seresto/Business Insider Pros: eight-month protection against adult fleas, flea larvae, and ticks; continuous protection technology; light and light-parted; adjustable for cats of all sizes; fleas don't bite on their workCons: Not recommended for kittens under the age of 10 weeks, children
should not play with the collar or put it in their mouth, adjusting the size can be toughAlso though flea collars were once the standard option for flea control, these days they take a back seat to topical and oral prophylactic measures. However, one standout in the flea collar category is seresto flea and tick collar, which uses proprietary long-release technology to provide eight months of continuous protection
against adult fleas, flea larvae, and ticks. In general, topical spot-on preventive and oral preventive measures are the easiest and most effective way of flea control in cats, but there are cases where the Seresto collar could be a good option. It would be a better choice if compliance is an issue, as you don't need to remember to apply it every month, Sawyer said. In addition, it is a better choice if the cat is
intolerable to topical flea products and/or difficult to administer pills. Bourgeois said that the Seresto collar could also be a good choice for cats that roam outside a lot. We have some people who are truly outdoor cats, she said. They may not see them safely all the time to give them a monthly product. [Seresto collar] would be the only collar I'd trust. The collar is ungrezaina, odorless, lightweight and
adjustable for cats of all sizes. It can be worn alongside your cat's existing collar and is designed with a two-stage safety system to ensure that your cat will not be harmed if the collar becomes snagged for something. The seresto flea and tick collar contains imidacloprid and which is released at low concentrations over your cat's skin and coat to kill fleas for contact before they even have a chance to bite. It
kills 100% flea within 24 hours of putting a collar on your cat. The collar is water resistant and can stay on the cat even when swimming. $57.98 from Chewy $57.98 from Petco $57.99 from Petsmart $57.98 from 1-800-PetMeds $57.98 from Walmart deimaGine/GettyGine/Images If your cat has fleas, you'll want to get rid of them as quickly as possible. Cats that go outside are more likely to pick up fleas, but
even indoor cats can get them, either from a family dog or when they go to a veterinarian or boarding facility. Fleas can even hitchhike indoors on your clothes or shoes. What is the health risk to a cat? Fleas are more than just a nuisance. These parasites can endanger your cat's health. Severe flea infestation can seriously damage the cat's skin, cause an allergic reaction or cause it to be anemic from blood
loss. Fleas are also responsible for cats that use parasites such as tapeworms and can transmit diseases. Fleas can be passed on to diseased cats, which can then be passed on to humans, Jeffer said. The most common one that we see is cat scratch fever (Bartonella henselae bacteria), which can cause all sorts of issues in humans, but in cats, it can make them very sick. How to check cats fleas Flea
igns cats include scratching, skin irritation, and the presence of dark red or black spots on your cat's skin, fur, bed, or furniture. These specks, about the size of a grain of black pepper, are called flea dirt and flea feces (or digested blood). Back when I worked in a veterinary hospital, I learned a handy trick to help find out if these little specks are regular dirt or flea dirt. Scoop some on a damp paper towel. If
the paper towel turns red, it is flea dirt. To check your cat for fleas or flea dirt, run a flea comb (small, very fine toothed comb) through your cat's coat or share your hair with your fingers to check your skin. If you find a live or dead flea or flea dirt, your cat has a flea infestation. Invasion.
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